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The  New  York  Time* 
October  8,  1942. 


president^  statement 

The  text  of  Presidont RoOsevelt^s  statement  follows. 

On  Aug.  22  I  aald  that  thla  government  wae  constantly  receiving 

information  concerning  tbe  barbaric  crimes  being  c0^}^el  **  rly 

enemy  against  civilian  populations  in  occupied  countries  Pf^ticularly 
oS^She  Continent  of  Burcpo.  •  I  Bald  It  wae.  the  purpose  of  this  g°vern- 
n*  aB  i  puew  it  to  bo  the  purpose  of  the  other  United  Nations, 
itat  .Victor,  i.  .on  Vj Vro.tr.Ur.  of  the.,  orl—  — « 
answer  for  them  before  courte  of  law. 

The  commission  of  these  oriraoe  continues. 

X' new  declare  It  to  be  the  Intention  of  this. government  that  the 
_ fhe  wor  nVuill  include  •  revision  for  the  surrender 
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repudiate  formally  "Vansittartisra, "  aa  the  tenet  that  all  Germans  share 
their  leaders'  culpability  has  come  to  be  known. 

The  discussion  of  ways  and  means  of  punishing  war  crimes,  precipi¬ 
tated  by  Viscount  Maugham,  former  Lord  Chancellor,  was  made  the  occasion 
for  a  declaration  by  Visoount  Simon  that  the  Allies  do  not  intend  to 
punish  the  Germans  as  a  nation. 

Lord  Simon's  statement  was  timed  to  aolncido  with  a  similar  one 
issued  by  President  Roosevelt  in  Washington. 

A  list  of  offenders  against  the  rules  of  war  end  international  law 
was  being  drawn  up,  he  disclosed,  and  their  surronder  would  be  demanded 
as  part  of  tho  armistice  terms. 

Ardiounceraent  of  the  plan  at  this  time  wi^s  expected  by  the  government 
to  be  an  encouragement  to  the  c-coupied  oountrieo  and  a  safeguard  against 
the  wholesale  massacre  of  Germans. 


Lord  Addison  commonded  the  Flan  as  ono  that  would  avoid  another  such 
fiasco  as  in  1919,  when  the  list  of  war  criminals  was  withheld  until  the 
signing  of  the  peace  treaty  and  none  wps  actually  punished. 

The  Motherland  and  Belgian  Ambassadors  and  members  of  the  Yugoslav 
and  Polish  Embassy  staffs  listened  attentively  to  the  debate  from  the 
distinguished  visitors'  gallery,  , 

In  order  to  f'ain  custody  of  the  accused,  said  Lord  Simon,  the  United 
States  end  Gre»t  Britain  wore  making  a  joint  declaration  that  the  accused 
"wanted  for  wnr  crimes  should  bo  caught  and  handed  over  at  the  time  of 
and  ns  a  condition  cf  the  -rmistice  with  tho  right  to  Acquire  the  delivery 
of  others  ab  soon  as  supplementary  investigations  are  completed." 

Lord  Simon  said  the  plan  had  the  approval  of  the  European  Allies 
with  headquarters  here  and  that  Fighting  France  had  asBooiated  herself 
with  tho  Joint  declaration.  Ho  s®id  it  had  been  submitted  also  to  the 
Soviet  Union,  China,  India  »nd  tho  British  Dominions  and  their  replies 
were  awaited. 


Lord  Simon  pointed  out  that  tho  propCBnl  contemplated  post-war 
action  in  a  field  where  there  were  few  precedents,  but  he  declared 
that  the  Nazis  had  cast  out  tho  whole  international  code  and  set  no 
limits  to  the  ferocity  with  which  the  inhabitants  of  occupied  countries, 
the  aged,  the  children,  tho  women  and  the  Jews  had  been  treated. 


Composition  of  Tribunals 


During  the  debate  some  speakers  raised  tho  question  whether  war 
criminal*  should  be  tried  by  tribunals  made  up  of  natiot&lnof  the 
countries  where  their  outrages  were  committed  or  by  international  courts, 
and  whether  these  courts  should  be  military  or  civil.  Some  spoakers  were 
concerned  lest  the  colprlts  escape  and  claim  the  right  of  aBylum  in 
countries  other  than  their  own. 


Lord  Maugham  suggested  that  British  courts  ohould  have  Jurisdiction 
to  try  persons  accused  of  serious  crimes  against  British  subjects,  even 
though  the  crimes  charged  were  committed  on  alien  soil. 

Answering  these  points,  Lord  Simon  said  ho  was  much  attracted  by 
"the  practical  good  sense"  of  the  Marquess  of  Crewe’s  observation  that 
military  courts  generally  act  with  greater  expedition  than  civil  courts, 
"nd  remarked  that  the  laws  of  war  permitted  belligerent  commanders  to 
punish  hostile  offenders  against  the  laws  and  customs  of  war.  Prompt 
action  was  essential,  he  said,  and  the  victorious  armies  and  navies 
might  prove  the  proper  bodies  to  deal  with  many  horrible  crimes. 

Lori  Simon  said  he  thought  the  composition  of  international  courts 
would  bo  a  difficult  problem  with  so  many  belligerents.  Regarding  the 
possibilities  of  extradition,  he  said  there  was  not,  as  many  persons 
believed,  any  private  right  recognised  by  international  lew  as  the  right 
of  asylum. 
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